
THREE ACT PLAY

Act One. The paradigm-shattering novelty of Moses’ vision is difficult for most Americans to 
comprehend. Prior to Moses, people usually imagined themselves as victims or playthings of 
the gods or of Fate. Now, humans were made “in God’s image and likeness,” possessors of 
some creator-like qualities, and responsible. Furthermore, it was completely beyond all ancient 
peoples that something so given as the universe once did not exist, that it had a beginning! 

Now, the meaning of life was found outside, not within, and time had a beginning and 
presumably an end. God who is distinct is also near. He makes covenants, or friendship pacts, 
with humans, and begins to call them his children.

Over time though, much as with children of privilege, this marvelous relationship and 
understanding became a commonplace. God’s people spurned their privileged position as 
children of the heavenly, that is, distinct, Father, and instead began to think it gave them license 
to do whatever they chose. They rebelled against God's fatherhood and sought to go their own 
way.

Act Two. After much heartbreak, each generation seemingly sinking to new lows, Jesus Christ 
came to be God's human face and rescue people once again. This was even more paradigm-
shattering than before! God, who is distinct and not at all like us, sent his son "in human 
likeness." How he could bridge the distinction is not clear, but he did! He can understand our 
limitations, because he became like us. He could therefore substitute his death for the 
consequences of all human sin and perfidy! He took our sin and gave us his righteousness. 
And, he somehow rose from human death and is the first human to enter heaven, once again 
ruling with God. Now we are not just in a friendship pact, but adopted as his sons/children! We 
know this because many eyewitnesses of Jesus were interviewed and everything carefully 
recorded and passed down for the benefit of every generation.

Do you realize that it has been almost two thousand years since this most radical event in all of 
history took place?! Seemingly, especially in countries where Christianity became the majority 
religion, we, like our Jewish forefathers, have become as children of privilege. We too spurn 
God and have forgotten his distinction from what he created, preferring to imagine that, since 
we cannot therefore see him, he does not exist. We have also covered up the fact that Jesus 
came as God's human face to bridge the distinction and to adopt us as his children. Or, we 
prefer, instead, to conjure him in some mythical way or as a projection of our own imagination.

This raises a question for me. How can we, his children, be his witnesses, his envoys, to this 
generation of people who imagine that what they imagine is reality? Who not only reject the 
notion of a God-Creator but now reject the notion of the universe he created!

Act three. It is coming! God's next act brings everything to conclusion and judges the world. 
Finally, he re-creates everything new! Is this how you read the Bible?
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