
CHRISTIAN DISCERNMENT IN AN AGE OF DECEPTION 

Diagnostic Function of Scripture 
“Therefore, earnestly make your calling and election [starting points] sure. Consequently,  
you will not fail and you will be richly welcomed by Christ into His kingdom” (2 Pet 1:10) 
  “God’s Word is living and active, and sharper than any sword. It penetrates even to 
discerning between soul and spirit, and joints and marrow, judging the thoughts and 
intents [starting points] of the heart” (Heb 4:12)


          “Without knowledge of self there is no knowledge of God. . . .      
            Without knowledge of God there is no knowledge of self”  (Calvin 1960, 35, 37)

Assumptions (Starting Points) 
Definition: Assumptions, or starting points, are everything we take for granted or presuppose when we think, talk or act. 

Assumptions are the basic truths that we are convinced every knowledgeable person knows. Some say they constitute 
90% of what we know (Hall and Polanyi). They are mostly extra biblical if not anti.  At best they are a mixed bag of fact 
and fable, perceptions and prejudices, science and myth, and wisdom and old wives’ tales learned in childhood from our 
parents and close family.  

 

Operating on Auto Pilot 
The very hiddenness of assumptions makes it all the more important that together we expose and diagnose them. The 
Personal Discernment Sorter (below) is an analysis tool for you to use to begin to understand the starting points, what is 
being assumed, for what you hear, read or see. It can be from someone you know, it can be on your device, in the media, 
in a book or magazine, in a class or even in a sermon.

“It is not a theory they put into his mind, but an assumption, which ten years hence, its origin forgotten and its 
presence unconscious, will condition him to take one side in a controversy which he has never recognized as a 
controversy at all.” (C.S. Lewis. 1947. The Abolition of Man)



      TYPE 

CATEGORY

    TYPE 1                  TYPE 2 
(Stephen Hawking)                   (Deepak Chopra                                                                    
                                                    Oprah) 

TYPE 3 
(biblical Jesus Christ)

NATURE OF 
REALITY

 Only Nature        Only Mind / Spirit 
Universe creates itself         Everything is sacred
Natural selection                  It’s all in my mind
Natural laws operate          No objective reality
No god                               Only a projection

 God & Creation 
Gen 1-2
Psa 115
John 1
Col 1

HUMAN 
NATURE

   Only Atoms,          Projection of          Animal        Mental Ideal / Spirit 
Environment shapes             We shape ourselves
Nature has power         We have ultimate power
We have little power                 I am god

Persons created 
in God’s image & 

co-workers 
Gen 1-3; Rom 1-3

Exo 20, Psa 8; Isa 40s

WHAT IS 
GOOD? 

(Morality)

I / we decide                         Whatever achieves 
what is good;                 the ideal &/or frees me;
whatever works                    no inherent evil

Only God is good; 
we are not good
=> conscience

Where one 
looks for 
Answers

INSIDE 
                         - the Universe
                         - my system, etc.
                (only 1 box for everything)

OUTSIDE 
oneself

(infers 2 distinct 
realities)

(continuum)

PERSONAL DISCERNMENT SORTER



Personal Discernment Sorter 

We are complex creatures, with many layers. The Personal Discernment Sorter can help you discern at least three 
layers of assumptions, or starting points: (1) the assumptions of the most apparent level, what is in fashion, how people 
dress, their slang, and so on; (2) the assumptions of the culture of one’s society or sub-group, including Conventional 
Wisdom or Political Correctness; and (3) the most basic root, or core, assumptions, the starting points underlaying 
everything.


Using the Sorter:  The “Sorter” examines three typical types of starting points / assumptions, and four main categories. 


The types (cross the top) are: Type 1 (Naturalism, like Stephen Hawking), Type 2 (either the Eastern pantheist like Deepak 
Chopra, or the Western ‘mental virtualist’ like Oprah), and Type 3 (biblical starting points, exemplified by Jesus).


The categories are: (a) the nature of reality (the core assumption / starting point), (b) human nature (what are humans 
anyway?), (c) what is good, and (d) where one looks for answers. Types 1 and 2 in America are really on a continuum. 
Actually, nobody is strictly one thing, so even biblical Christians can have remnants of types 1 and 2. Type 3s can only 
occur upon conversion and being taught biblical starting points by the Holy Spirit; also some descendants of Type 3s 
retain some of these characteristics.


So, for example, when one takes for granted that there is no god and that nature creates itself, that person will also tend 
to take for granted that we are only atoms or animals, subject to the laws of the universe, and that therefore, the smart 
person does whatever works. Since there is only the material universe and nothing else, everything fits into this one box 
— there is nothing else. 


However, today, most people in America are Type 2 mental virtualists. That is, they take for granted that their ideas are 
reality, and that life is a matter of actualizing what they think. They may also subscribe to the material universe being all 
there is, though actually they substitute mind for brain, whereas a true type 1 would not believe minds exist per se.



Faced with a person’s opinion/movie/song/book/news, use the sorter to diagnose assumptions. Here’s how:


      test yourself on “2WaysExamples”



STEP ONE: Diagnose                 
1. If something is explicitly voiced such as: 
   - Everyone knows that natural laws operate the universe 

   - Whatever frees me 
   - There is no objective reality 
   - We shape ourselves 
   - Everyone is good (inside) / there is no inherent evil

2. If not ask yourself or them if appropriate: “Is this about

    . . . the nature of reality?” 
    . . . human nature?” 
    . . . what is good (right or wrong)?”
    . . . where one looks for answers?” 

Then you know exactly what main type they are (a continuum): 
	 Type 1 like Stephen Hawking (naturalist/materialist/atheist) 
	 Type 2 like Deepak Chopra / Oprah (either an Eastern Pantheist/New Age, OR postmodern mental virtualist) 

	 Type 3 like what Jesus would say


3. If there is no explicit statement that fits one of these categories, you can determine fairly closely by either asking  

   yourself or them something close to what they assume: “Are you saying that . . .
   . . . humans are basically good inside?” 
   . . . reality is what we think or imagine?” 
   . . . whatever works is what is right?” etc.


Remember that people are a mixture, so they may be a Type 2 postmodern but also believe in random natural selection.

STEP TWO: Renew
As you reasonably diagnose their assumptions, you will want to re-affirm/rehearse, as 2 Peter 1:10 states, your calling by 
God, your election and rootedness in Christ, and the Scriptures that are your new Starting Points for thinking and acting 
on this issue. Think of personal examples of how you have changed in this area, or why it makes a difference to you.


STEP THREE: Engage 
This is a matter of Prayer, standing on your own Starting Points (just stand firm in Christ! Don’t be obnoxious), Personal 
Relationship and Timing. Stick to the personal as much as possible rather than an abstract theory of reality.

The ‘Dr. Phil question’ really gets to the heart of the matter: “How is that working out for you?” You may share a personal 
example of how your Starting Points work out in your life and/or ask them how theirs work out for them.

Let me know how it’s going!	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	     Dan Porter, 2014

OR

Return: http://rebuilding-the-pillars.the-porters.com/home/resources/

http://rebuilding-the-pillars.the-porters.com/home/resources/
http://rebuilding-the-pillars.the-porters.com/home/resources/

